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The effects on the higher cortical function induced by different behavioral states and steroids have been studied during the maturation of the fetuses with gestations between 26 and 41 weeks.
A group of 167 fetuses underwent fetal MEG to study auditory evoked cortical responses (fAECR) (ARGOS 200, AtB, stimulus 100 dB, ISI 800 ms, standard 500 Hz, 50 ms, deviant 750 Hz, 50 ms, pseudo-random 75/25 %). Reliable fAECR were identified in 141 fetuses [1] . Group 1 consisted of 128 normal controls whereas 13 were exposed to antenatal steroids (GC) on average 1 week prior to examination (5-11 d) for symptoms of threatened preterm labor (Group 2).
The two major statistically significant fAECR components that were identified were deliberately named P1 and P2 [1] . In the Group 1, P1 were identified in 61 and P2 in 55 cases and in Group 2 P1 in 10 and P2 in 12 cases. Levels of activity were estimated according to characteristic heart rate patterns in active (n=77) and quiet state (n=17).
(1) A reliable decrease of latency of fAECR components P1 and P2 as a function of maturation can be 
